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hoosing to educate your child at home, you have accepted full legal and financial reapur?sibiliw ;nr
?hveir zduc:tian This includes the planning, delivery, and funding of all educational provision. Under

UK law, you are required to ensure that the education you provide is suitable to your child’s age,
ability :gpﬁtu:fe and any special educational needs they may have.
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Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 provides that:

The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause them to receive efficient full-
time education suitable —

a) to their age, ability, and aptitude, and
b) to any special educational needs they might have,

either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.

EHE Suitability Information — Key considerations ; . . i |
Bristol City Council must be satisfied that the education being provided is efficient, full-time,

and suitable for the child's age, ability, aptitude, and any special :j—:ducatinnal needs (SEND)
they may have. It should meet the expectations set out here: Guidance for local authorities
and schools about children educated at home.

Is the Home Education Efficient? Key Indicators

To demonstrate that your home education provision is efficient, you should be able to show
evidence of the following:

1.

Assessment and Planning

You have a clear approach to planning and assessing your child's learning, ensuring that
academic progress can be tracked and supported.

Progress and Next Steps

You can demonstrate the progress your child is expected to make over time, whether those
expectations have been met (unless home education has only recently begun), and how
you plan to build on this progress moving forward.

Breadth of Curriculum and Learning Resources

You provide a broad and balanced range of subjects, along with access to appropriate

learning resources. This includes opportunities for social interaction and other forms of
practical learning.

Development of Knowledge and Skills

Your child is being introduced to a wide range of knowledge, understanding, and skills
across different areas of learning.

Balanced Time Allocation

Each subject area receives sufficient attention, with core areas such as literacy and
numeracy given appropriate priority.

6. Wider Educational Opportunities



Your provision includes opportunities for personal, social, and health education,
outdoor and environmental learning, citizenship, careers education, food technology,
and information and communication technology (ICT).

Is the home education appropriate for the child's age, ability, and any Special
Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) they may have.

1. You should be able to demonstrate your child's current abilities and explain how their
progress is being assessed.

2. Clearly state whether your child has any SEND and how, if at all, this affects their ability
to meet age-related expectations.

3. Provide details of what is being taught and how, ensuring it reflects the child's age,
ability, interests, and any SEND.

Is the home education full-time?

You should be able to show that home education takes place for a substantial number of hours
per week and weeks per year. It should represent a significant and regular part of your child's
routine, allowing for reasonable holiday breaks.

What other factors might Bristol City Council consider when assessing whether home
education is satisfactory?

« Bristol City Council may refer to minimum expectations for literacy and numeracy,
taking into account the child's age, ability, aptitude, and any SEND.

« Education may be deemed unsuitable if the learning environment significantly hinders
concentration or engagement in their education (e.g., excessive noise), affecting
whether it is efficient or even received, as required under Section 7 of the Education
Act 1996.

« Excessive social isolation may also render education unsuitable if it limits the child’'s
opportunities for peer interaction and impedes social development.

When might home education be considered unsuitable?

Home education may be deemed unsuitable by the local authority for a range of reasons,
including:

1. Lack of clarity or detail — The educational provision is vague, making it difficult to
understand what is being taught or which subjects are covered.

2. Insufficient evidence of learning — Few or no examples of the child's work are
provided.

3. Limited information on resources — There is little or no detail about the learning
materials or external resources being used.

4. No clear monitoring of progress — There Is inadequate information on how the
child's progress is tracked, with few or no examples showing development over time.



5. Absence of structure — There is no clear academic plan or time structure to indicate
regular and consistent learning.

Important Note:
The points above are intended as guidance and examples only, they do not represent an

exhaustive list. Each case will be considered on its individual merits.

Bristol City Council’s role is to ensure that a suitable education is being provided. This involves
building a full picture of the child's unique circumstances, rather than applying a rigid checkiist.

Bristol City Council has a legal duty to act if there are concerns that a child is not receiving a
suitable education. Where necessary, this may lead to formal action through a legal process
known as a School Attendance Order (SAQO).

Further information is available here: Legal action to enforce school attendance

If you have any questions about this document or home education in general, please
contact us at ehe@bristol.gov.uk. A member of the team will be happy to assist you.




